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atthew Sweeney’s latest collection from Cape is entitled The Bridal

Suite, which is misleading as most of it’s about death. Which is not
to say it’s gloomy: no, Sweeney keeps things at all times buoyant with sud-
den zany swerves and relentless humour. So much so that it’s hard to see
how this is a collection and not just a group of poems thrown together to
fill out Cape’s handsome covers. Albert Goldbarth's Adventures in Ancient
FEgypt (Ohio State UP) is similarly impious in the face of death, but more
engaging in his use of form, which he stretches in all kinds of ways to
accommodate the whole gamut of human emotion.

Anthony Hecht in Flight Among the Tombs (Oxford) parries the
Grim Reaper with all the expertise of an old master. Humorous feints,
affecting touchés. The woodcuts by Leonard Baskin are an excellent com-
plement and compliment to the poetry. This is an outstanding collection
by one of the most outstanding poets in the US.

Hecht is one of the old school, as is Edgar Bowers whose Collected
Poems (Knopf) must count as one of the best books published last year.
There’s only 168 pages here, which makes Geoffrey Hill look prolific in
comparison. But the poetry compensates with its complex, engaging,
bejewelled surfaces. He refers on occasion to Paul Valéry (see Alistair
Elliots recent translation of La Jeune Parque from Bloodaxe), whose
patience and exquisite artistry Bowers has obviously learnt from.
Honourable mention should also be made of Sandy Solomon’s Pears,
Lake, Sun (Peterloo) and Linda Gregerson’s The Woman Who Died in Her
Sleep (Houghton Mifflin) and—slightly older these, but no worse for
that—Karen Volkman’s Crashs Law (Norton) and Lucie Brock-Broido’s
The Master Letters (Knopf). ‘

And the greatest American poet of them all, in this century at least,
Wallace Stevens, has now been fittingly honoured by the Library of
America who have brought out his Collected Poetry and Prose, edited by
Frank Kermode and Joan Richardson. Ifll cost you $35, but it’s in a stur-
dy hardback edition and has everything you could possibly want, from
“The Auroras of Autumn” to the insurance executive’s short essay on
“Surety and Fidelity Claims”.

And lastly, another thick volume: These Jaundiced Loves, (Peterloo)
Christopher Pilling’s translation of Tristan Corbitre’s Les Amours Jaunes.
Corbiére is still one of the great unread classics, and in Pilling has found
his best translator yet. Warmly recommended.
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